
Electricity 
When and where 
it’s needed most



At AMP Clean Energy we have 
an established track record 
for developing decentralised 
energy assets which provide 
electricity when and where it’s 
needed most. Urban Reserve 
helps support the intermittency 
of renewables such as wind and 
solar by providing flexible, 
on-demand energy generation.  

Our urban peaking plants also 
help bolster the development 
of new technologies such 
as electric vehicles and heat 
pumps, which will increase 
demand on electricity in our 
growing cities.

AMP Clean Energy has 
ambitious plans to develop a 
significant pipeline of Urban 
Reserve peaking plants which 
will help support the UK’s 
transition to a low carbon 
economy.
You can find more about us 
at ampcleanenergy.com/ 
urban-reserve

AMP Clean Energy are looking for 
new sites to build, own and operate 
Urban Reserve plants.

Optimal sites include unused car parks, open 
storage land, derelict or unused land around 
warehouses, storage facilities and factories.

A suitable site is:
•  2,500 ft2+
•  At least 50 metres from the closest residential 

property or other sensitive developments
•  Ideally on level ground with existing 

hardstanding

AMP Clean Energy will fully fund the 
development of the project at no cost 
to the landowner.

AMP Clean Energy will manage the planning and 
construction process using our specialist in-house 
teams whilst offering:
• Competitive rents
• Index-linked rent reviews every three years
• A 20-30-year lease
• A contribution to the landlord’s legal costs

Step 1
Identifying land
AMP Clean Energy identifies sites suitable to build, 
own and operate Urban Reserve plants using a 
range of technical in-house tools. Working directly 
with landlords, land agents and institutional 
landowners, we offer competitive long-term leases. 
Urban Reserve sites are small, and often pay rents 
on parcels of land that landlords aren’t generating 
income from.

Step 2
Connections
Urban Reserve projects require a dedicated natural 
gas and electrical connection. 

Our in-house specialists work closely with local gas 
and electricity network operators, entirely at our 
time and cost, to secure the connections required.
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The process

Step 3
Designing the plant
Our in-house development team, working 
with landlords to get the optimum layout, are 
responsible for the site’s design, including technical 
specifications, which will be submitted as part of 
the planning application. 

Step 4
Planning approval
Using our in-house specialists, we prepare and 
submit a planning application for the site entirely 
at our own cost and risk. Once submitted, we will 
receive planning permission within three months.

The UK’s electricity system is changing. 
Old, large, polluting coal stations are closing 
and being replaced with low-carbon energy 
generated from renewable sources such 
as wind and solar. At the same time, we as 
consumers are using ever-increasing amounts 
of electricity in our homes, businesses 
and cars.

As we transition to a low carbon economy we 
face new challenges. How can we ensure our 
lights stay on when demand for electricity is 
high, but the wind isn’t blowing, the sun isn’t 
shining, and renewables aren’t generating?

Urban Reserve is a localised solution to this 
problem. Using natural gas, Urban Reserve 
generates electricity close to urban demand 
centres where and when we need it most. 

In doing so our projects help the transition 
to a low carbon economy whilst making sure 
whatever the weather, we have the electricity 
we need, close to where we need it.



FAQs

What will it look like?
An Urban Reserve plant consists of one or two generators 
modules and ancillary equipment. Each module is similar in 
size to a standard 40ft shipping container and with a variety 
of layouts possible, the footprint is kept to a minimum. 

All modules are fully secure and for added security the sites 
are enclosed within a palisade fence.

As the operation of the generators is fully automated, the sites 
are unmanned with just occasional visits by maintenance 
personnel required. 

When will it operate?
An Urban Reserve project will generate electricity when 
it is most needed, normally between 16:00-19:00 during 
the winter months, or when there is low wind or solar 
power generation.
  
Is it noisy?
The plant consists of special acoustic containers designed to 
minimise noise, however, when in operation the plant will 
generate low levels of noise. 

Standing next to one of our engines in operation is not too 
dissimilar to standing next to an idling bus.

Is it low carbon?
Urban Reserve projects use natural gas, the same gas that is 
used for cooking and heating millions of homes across the UK 
and emits 50-60% less carbon than coal.

Shouldn’t we be building Renewables?
Each year, increasing amounts of electricity is generated from 
renewables – which is fantastic news. However, renewable 
energy is intermittent and is only available when the wind 
blows (wind turbines) or the sun shines (solar). 

Urban Reserve projects make sure the lights stay on and 
businesses continue operating when demand is high, but 
renewables are not generating. We are therefore providing 
not just backup power, but also enabling more renewables 
without risking security of electricity supply.

Will it impact Air Quality?
Urban Reserve projects use natural gas, the same fuel many of 
us use to cook and heat our homes. Natural Gas emits between 
50-60% less CO2 than new coal power stations. Whilst our sites 
do emit a minimal amount of nitrogen oxides, these are not 
dangerous to human health or the environment at this level. 
In preparing our planning applications we will consider any 
localised air pollution issues.

How will it affect my business?
Construction will take around 6-8 weeks and any impact on 
your business will be minimal. The modules themselves are 
constructed off-site and craned onto the site. 

In addition, there will be some minor ground works and the 
installation of the electricity and gas connections. Once 
operational the sites are unmanned and will only be visited 
occasionally by maintenance teams.

What is a Letter of Authority?
An Urban Reserve Project requires a connection to the gas 
network to import gas, and a connection to the electricity 
network to export electricity. AMP must check with the 
local networks that they have the capacity to connect 
our project.

In order to make enquiries with the Network Operators, we 
require permission from the landowner in the form of a Letter 
of Authority (LOA).

The LOA allows us to make these enquiries but does not give 
us any rights over the land or any obligation on the landowner 
to proceed with the project.

Does this impact my existing gas or electricity supply?
No, each Urban Reserve Plant will have its own dedicated 
electrical and gas connection.
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